Mr. Tobin

Earth Science {324}

Textbook: Earth Science, Geology, the Environment and the Universe  © 2008 Glencoe Science

Course Description:  Earth Science is a one year long, elective, course.  In each topic students will explore the nature and interactions of oceans and atmosphere, plate tectonics, changes in the earth’s topography over time, and the place of the earth in the universe.  Students will be exposed to geology, meteorology, oceanography and astronomy.  Phenomena such as earthquakes, volcanoes, stars, galaxies, tornadoes and hurricanes will be addressed throughout the course.  All concepts will be enhanced by laboratory investigations, demonstrations, and multi-media presentations.

This year we will examine the following topics:

· Earth Science

· Composition of the Earth

· Surface Processes on Earth

· The Atmosphere and the Oceans

· The Dynamic Earth

· Geologic Time

· Resources and the Environment

· Beyond Earth

Course Objectives:  

1. Students will be working towards meeting the Massachusetts’ standards as outlined in the Science and Technology / Engineering Curriculum Framework Earth and Space Science Strand.

2. Students will establish foundations of geologic, meteorological, oceanographic and astronomic concepts.

3. Students will improve on foundations of science concepts and will be able to apply these skills to real life situations.

4. Students will continue to develop socially appropriate skills to be successful in school, their community and in college.

Grading:

· 20% Classwork / Homework

· 15% Quizzes (at least 1 quiz per week)

· 20% Labs (at least 1 lab per week)

· 15% Warm-ups (1 warm up each day to be completed and collected within the first 10 minutes of class.)

· 30% Tests / Projects (2-3 Tests per term / 1 project per term)

Materials Needed:

1. Pencils

2. Three-Ring Binder
3. 3-hole punched white lined paper

4. Binder Dividers for Earth Science only (Warm-ups, notes, classwork / homework, tests / quizzes)

5. Spiral bound lab notebook

Daily Classroom Routine:

· (7-10 min) Warm-up / Homework collection
1. Warm-ups – Save all Warm-Ups throughout the week to be collected on the last day of the week (usually Friday.)
2. Become Prepared – Be sure you have the necessary materials to participate in class:  Binder, pencil, paper, and an attentive brain!
· (10-15 min) Notes – Learn new topic or review previous topic (teacher led)
· (10-15 min) Activity / Classwork – Work individually or in groups on assignment
· (5-10 min) Summary – Go over classwork / activity to review what we learned in class

Assignment Standards:

     1.   All assignments should be completed neatly with the correct heading and date.  (Name, Date, Page Number,  

           Question Numbers.)

     2.   All assignments must be complete to receive credit.  No questions may be skipped or left blank; all        
questions must be attempted with work shown!  Credit will be given for effort.   

Make-Up Work:

· Absence ~ When students return from an absence they should see me immediately with an excused note before or after school for any missed work.

· Late classwork and homework will ONLY be accepted within 5 days of an excused absence(s) with an excused note.  

· Warm-Ups, Quizzes and Tests may be made up (or retaken) until the end of the term without an excused note.

· It is the STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY to obtain any complete and missed materials due to an excused absence.

Substitutes:

Substitutes are guests of Everett High School and students are expected to be on their best behavior when a substitute is present.  Students are expected to follow ALL of the substitute’s rules.  All work handed out by a substitute has been provided by Mr. Tobin and will be collected during the next class time.  No make-up for work given by a substitute will be accepted unless a doctor’s note is provided.  

Passes to Leave the Classroom:

· No passes will be given out during the first 10 minutes or the last 10 minutes of class. 

Student Behavior Expectations:
4 simple Rules

1. No talking while the teacher is talking

2. No headgear (hats, scarves, hoods), headphones, iPods, cellphones

3. Respect your environment

4. No inappropriate language

Steps for dealing with behavior that violates the class rules are:

1. Friendly Reminder

2. Fair Warning

3. A write-up is completed and detention assigned 

4. Class suspension

Final Note:

As the instructor of this course it is my goal to see that every student has the opportunity to successfully complete the requirements of the Earth Science class.  Enrolling in Earth Science is each student’s first step toward success.  Proper attendance and completion of assignments are the next steps for each student.  It is important for me to communicate that as a class, both students and instructor have the same objective: to complete the requirements of the Earth Science course.  

Good luck!  I look forward to working with you all over the course of the school year.  

-Mr. Tobin   

